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March 26, 1990
UM RESEARCHER REPORTS MIXED BLESSINGS
FOR MONTANA FOREST PRODUCTS IN 1989
MISSOULA —
Montana's lumber production was down slightly in 1989, but
plywood production, employment, and payrolls in Montana's forest
products industry were up from 1988's strike-affected levels, reports
a researcher with the University of Montana Bureau of Business and
Economic Research.
In cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association, the
bureau compiled those figures from a survey of 32 plants that
produced more than 90 percent of the state's forest products.
Montana's 1989 lumber production was about 1,552 million board
feet

down from the 1,558 million board feet in 1988 and the record

level of 1,640 million board feet in 1987, says Charles Keegan,
director of the bureau's forest industry research.
Sawmill operators indicate that difficulties with the national
forest timber program and extremely cold weather in 1989 lowered
lumber production, Keegan says.
The state s plywood industry, on the other hand, had record
production levels in 1989 of 725 million square feet, which exceeded
the 1987 high of 715 million square feet, he says.
While Montana's forest products industry had record plywood
production in 1989, its lumber production was lower than it has been
in several years, Keegan says. -Omereeason for the discrepancy
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between the two sectors is that the lumber sector is much more
dependent on timber from national forest lands than is the plywood
sector, he says.
Sawmills have historically received more than half of their
timber from public lands -- mostly from the national forests, Keegan
says. In contrast, he says, the plywood industry receives about twothirds of its timber from private lands -- mostly from industrial
private lands.
Production employment in Montana’s forest products industry
during 1989 averaged about 4,559 workers -- up from the 4,446 workers
in 1988, but down from the 4,709 workers in 1987, Keegan says.
Production workers' wages at Montana mills totaled $125.6
million in 1989 -says.

•

up slightly from $115.4 million in 1988, Keegan

The figures refer only to production workers at sawmills,

plywood plants, pulp and paper mills, particleboard and fiberboard
plants and utility pole plants.

These production workers account for

about half of the workers in Montana's forest products industry.
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